Books for Christmas 2024

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen is a classic novel set in early
19th-century England. It follows the story of Elizabeth Bennet, a
smart and independent young woman, and her interactions with
the wealthy and seemingly arrogant Mr. Darcy. The novel explores
themes of love, social class, and misunderstandings.

Elizabeth’s family, especially her mother, is eager to see her and
her sisters married to wealthy suitors. When Mr. Darcy first meets
Elizabeth, he appears proud and dismissive, but as the story
unfolds, both characters learn to see beyond their initial

JANE AUSTEN prejudices. Through a series of events, misunderstandings, and
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE personal growth, Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy come to understand and
love each other.

The novel highlights the importance of looking beyond first impressions and valuing people
for their true character. It’s a timeless story about love, family, and personal growth that
resonates with readers of all ages.
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“The Hound of the Baskervilles” by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle” is a
thrilling mystery novel featuring the famous detective Sherlock
Holmes and his loyal friend Dr. Watson. The story is set in the
eerie moors of Devonshire, England.

The novel begins with Dr. James Mortimer seeking Holmes’ help
to protect Sir Henry Baskerville, the last heir of the Baskerville
family, from a legendary curse. According to the legend, a
supernatural hound has been haunting the Baskerville family for
generations, leading to mysterious deaths.

Holmes and Watson investigate the death of Sir Charles
Baskerville and the potential threat to Sir Henry. Watson travels to Baskerville Hall to gather
information, while Holmes works behind the scenes. They uncover a web of deceit, family
secrets, and a plot to murder Sir Henry.

The climax reveals that the hound is not supernatural but a trained dog used to scare and
kill. Holmes and Watson solve the mystery, saving Sir Henry and bringing the culprit to
justice.

The novel explores themes of rationality versus superstition, the power of fear, and the
importance of observation and deduction. It’s a gripping story that keeps readers on the
edge of their seats.
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“The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas is a powerful and
& Jon NG bl thought-provoking novel that follows the story of Starr Carter,
ANGIE THOMAS . . . . :
a 16-year-old African American girl who navigates life
between her poor, predominantly Black neighbourhood and
THE her wealthy, mostly white private school.

¥ HATE | . .
U 2 The story begins when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of
GIVE her childhood friend, Khalil, by a police officer during a traffic

' stop. Khalil was unarmed, and his death sparks national
outrage and protests. As the only witness, Starr faces immense
oncid Ju=i pressure from all sides—her community, the media, and the
o lﬁ police—while grappling with her own grief and fear.

Throughout the novel, Starr finds her voice and courage to
speak out against injustice, despite the risks to her and her family. The book
addresses important themes such as systemic racism, police brutality, and the power
of activism.

“The Hate U Give" is a compelling and emotional story that encourages readers to
think critically about social issues and the impact of their actions. It's a must-read for
both parents and teenagers, offering valuable lessons on empathy, courage, and
standing up for what is right.

“Noughts & Crosses” by Malorie Blackman is a gripping
dystopian novel set in an alternate society where racial
segregation and discrimination are prevalent. The story
revolves around two main characters: Sephy Hadley, a Cross
(the ruling black class), and Callum McGregor, a Nought (the
oppressed white class).

Sephy and Callum have been friends since childhood, but their
relationship becomes increasingly complicated as they grow
older and societal pressures mount. The novel explores their
forbidden friendship and budding romance against the
backdrop of intense racial tension and violence.

As Sephy and Callum navigate their dangerous world, they face numerous challenges
and injustices that test their bond and their beliefs. The story delves into themes of
love, prejudice, power, and the fight for equality.

“Noughts & Crosses” is a powerful and thought-provoking book that encourages
readers to reflect on issues of race and social justice. It's a compelling read for both
parents and teenagers, offering important lessons about empathy, resilience, and the
impact of systemic discrimination.
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“I Am Malala” by Malala Yousafzai is the inspiring true story
of Malala Yousafzai, a young girl from Pakistan who stood up
for her right to education and became a global symbol of
peaceful protest. The book is a memoir that details Malala’s
life in the Swat Valley, her passion for learning, and her
courageous fight against the Taliban's oppressive regime.

Malala’s advocacy for girls’ education made her a target, and

A in 2012, she was shot in the head by a Taliban gunman while

"N'*I:;&l'a;ous riding the bus home from school. Miraculously, she survived
with Chrscina Lamb and continued her activism, becoming the youngest-ever

Nobel Prize laureate.

The memoir explores themes of bravery, resilience, and the importance of education.
It also provides insight into the cultural and political challenges faced by Malala and
her community. Her story is a powerful reminder of the impact one voice can have in
the fight for justice and equality.

“I Am Malala” is an inspiring read for both parents and teenagers, offering valuable
lessons on courage, the power of education, and the importance of standing up for
one’s beliefs.

“Can You See Me?” by Libby Scott and Rebecca Westcott is
a heart-warming and insightful novel that follows the story of
Tally, an 11-year-old girl with autism. The book provides a
~unique perspective on Tally's experiences as she transitions
o= st from primary to secondary school, dealing with the
FEQ 0O E-STNN O ar . . .
challenges of fitting in and being understood by her peers
and teachers.

Tally is smart, funny, and creative, but she often feels
misunderstood and struggles with social interactions. The
story is told from Tally's point of view, interspersed with diary
entries that give readers a deeper understanding of her
thoughts and feelings.

The novel explores themes of friendship, acceptance, and the importance of being
true to oneself. It highlights the everyday struggles and triumphs of living with
autism, offering valuable insights for both parents and teenagers.

“Can You See Me?" is a touching and educational read that promotes empathy and
understanding, making it a great choice for families to read and discuss together.
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“Proud of Me"” by Sarah Hagger-Holt is a touching and
insightful novel that follows the lives of siblings Becky and
Josh, who are navigating their identities and relationships.
Becky and Josh are twins, but they have different biological

F<O Uﬁ/ mothers and were conceived using donor sperm. They live

'f % Of M<’-‘.'..~" = with their two mums in a loving and supportive family.

The story is told from the alternating perspectives of Becky
and Josh. Becky is exploring her feelings for a girl at school
and grappling with how to come out to her family and friends.
Josh, on the other hand, becomes curious about their donor
and embarks on a journey to learn more about his biological

origins.

As they each face their own challenges, Becky and Josh learn about acceptance,
identity, and the importance of family. The novel addresses themes of LGBTQ+
identity, family dynamics, and the search for self-understanding.

“Proud of Me" is a heartfelt and engaging read that promotes empathy and
acceptance, making it a great choice for both parents and teenagers to read and
discuss together.

“This Book Is Feminist: An Intersectional Primer for Next-
11 L{b { //k/[\ l‘ # Gen Changemakers” by Jamia Wilson is a vibrant and
L:“l engaging introduction to intersectional feminism, aimed at
l..tl. [l ‘» preteens and teens. The book explores the history and
,..,mm-gmf"t meaning of feminism through 15 key themes, such as identity,
by justice, education, money, power, health, and activism.

Author Jamia Wilson uses her own experiences and draws on
statistics, quotes, and stories from feminist activists to
illustrate how sexism intersects with other forms of
discrimination like racism, ableism, and transphobia. The book
emphasizes that feminism is about liberation for all and
includes everyone who has been historically marginalized.

Each chapter ends with a “Call to Action” box, encouraging readers to reflect on their
own understanding of feminism and how they can contribute to creating a more just
and equitable society. The book is filled with bold illustrations and interactive
elements, making it an accessible and inspiring read for young people.

“This Book Is Feminist” is a must-read for anyone looking to understand the world
through a feminist lens and learn how to make a positive impact in their community.
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“Where the River Runs Gold” by Sita Brahmachari is a dystopian
novel set in a future world devastated by climate change. The
story follows Shifa and her brother Themba, who live in Kairos
City with their father. In this society, the bees have
disappeared, and children are forced to work on farms to
pollinate crops, ensuring the nation can eat.

Shifa and Themba are sent to one of these harsh and cruel
farms, where they face gruelling conditions. Determined to
escape and find a better life, Shifa devises a plan to break free.
Guided by a map drawn from the ramblings of a stranger, they
embark on a perilous journey filled with danger and
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uncertainty.

Throughout their adventure, Shifa's strength and hope guide them as they strive for
freedom and a better future. The novel explores themes of resilience, family, and the
fight against oppression, while also addressing environmental issues and the
importance of hope.

“Where the River Runs Gold" is an inspiring and thought-provoking read that
encourages young readers to think about the impact of climate change and the
power of perseverance.

“Steady For This” by Nathanael Lessore follows the story of 13-
year-old Shaun, who prefers to be known as MC Growls, a
wannabe rapper navigating the ups and downs of high
school life in South London. Shaun dreams of impressing his
| crush, Tanisha, by winning a rap competition called
Raptology. However, things take a turn for the worse when a
| livestream practice goes horribly wrong, exposing his

' | embarrassing secrets to the entire school.

As Shaun deals with the fallout, including Tanisha’s rejection
and becoming the school joke, he finds an unexpected ally in
a new girl who helps him see that Raptology might still be
his chance to turn things around. The novel is filled with humour, wordplay, and the
relatable struggles of teenage life, such as first dates, social media mishaps, and
family challenges.
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“Steady For This" is a heart-warming and funny story about resilience, friendship, and
finding one’s voice, making it a great read for both parents and teenagers.



